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Money, Possessions and the Kingdom of God, Week 2 
 

Common Misconceptions About Money and Giving 

 Asceticism vs. Materialism 

 There are two equally incorrect beliefs about money: first is that money is 

automatically good; second is that is necessarily bad.  

 Martin Luther compared humanity to a drunkard who falls off his horse to 

the right, only to get back on and off to the left. In the matter of money and 

possessions, asceticism is falling off the horse one way, materialism the 

other. 

 When It’s Gone, It’s Gone 

 I think one of the greatest misconceptions Christians have about giving, is that 

when we give money away to a church or ministry, or to help the needy, it‘s 

gone.  

o We hope others will benefit from it, but we‘re quite sure we won‘t.  

o We think we‘re divesting ourselves of money, disassociating from it.  

o Once it leaves our hands, we imagine, it has no connection to us, no 

future implications relevant to ourselves. We couldn‘t be more wrong.  

 When they hand over money, investors don‘t say to themselves, ―I‘ll never see 

this again; I‘ll never benefit from it.‖  

 When you give, you receive far more than when you keep. When you give, it is 

for your good too. –something that will be waiting for him when he gets to 

heaven. 

Legitimate uses of money & possessions 

 Let me begin this morning by stating something clearly: We live in a society in 

which many legitimate businesses depend on large concentrations of capital. 

You can‘t build a new manufacturing plant without millions of dollars in equity. 

Therefore, financial officers in big businesses often have the responsibility to 

build reserves, for example, by selling shares to the community. Therefore, 

when the Bible condemns the desire to get rich, it is not necessarily 

condemning a business which seeks to expand its capital reserves.
1
 

 So it is not wrong to have some money in earthly things.  

 Proverbs 21:20, ―In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and 

oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.‖ 

 Proverbs 6:6-8, The ant is commended because ―it stores its provisions in 

summer and gathers its food at harvest.‖  
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Á It‘s a shortsighted person who fails to store up provisions (money, 
food, or materials) for upcoming times of predictable need.  

 Puritan William Ames put it this way: ―Riches…are morally neither good nor 

bad, but things indifferent which men may use either well or ill.‖
2
  

 Matthew 6:19-24, ―Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20

But store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 
22

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your 

whole body will be full of light. 
23

But if your eyes are bad, your whole body 

will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is 

that darkness! 
24

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and Money.‖ 

 In reading Matthew 6, many people see the negative and miss the positive.  

 They think that Jesus is against storing up treasures.  

 But notice, Jesus didnôt tell us not to store up treasures. In fact, he 

commands us to store up treasures.  

 His point is, ―Stop storing them up in the wrong place, and start storing 

them up in the right place.‖  

 Jesus is not against investments—he is against stupid investments.  

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20

But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. 

 Jesus is concerned about a genuinely safe place for your money.  

 Notice that Jesus doesnôt say, ―store up for me treasure in heaven…‖ but ―store 

up for yourselves…‖ Jesus recognizes that we are motivated out of self-interest. 

In fact, he‘s counting on it.  

 The central focus of Matthew 6:19-24 is not the renunciation of earthly 

treasures but the accumulation of heavenly treasures.  

 We‘re to avoid storing up unnecessary treasures on earth not as an end 

in itself, but as a life strategy to lay up treasures in heaven. But why? I 

want to give you a couple of illustrations to help clarify the point.  

 Ills. A time machine back to 1986: Imagine that somehow we were able 

to create a time machine and you were given the opportunity to go back 
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in time to…say, to 1986, so that you could invest whatever money you 

wanted into a tiny fledgling company called Microsoft,
 3 

as well as a 

couple of other start-up companies like Starbucks (in 1992),
4
 Google 

(2004),
5
 Dell

6
 and, perhaps, Intel,

7
 would you invest just a little money? 

If your answer was that you would invest every possible penny you could 

possibly scrape up (which is the answer I think most people would give), 

then why do we not possess the same attitude when it comes to investing 

into the Kingdom of God?   

 Ills. Confederate money at the end of the Civil War: Imagine you were 

living toward the end of the civil war in one of the southern states. 

Somehow you got inside information so that you knew the North would 

win the war on April 9, 1865.
8
 What would you do with all of your 

Confederate money? Most likely you would convert most of it into 

regular US currency, and keep only as much Confederate money as you 

thought would you need to live on till the end of the war. Once the end of 

the war came any remaining money would be worthless.  
22

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will 

be full of light. 
23

But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  

 Although I‘ve addressed this subject previously, it would seem very appropriate 

to cover it again.
9
 Have you ever noticed how odd verses 22 and 23 are? 

They‘re confusing and don‘t seem to be a part of the overall flow of thought.  
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o The sayings before and after Matthew 6:22-23 deal with treasure or 

money.  

o In fact, the first would flow really well into the second if we simply left 

out the intervening verses 22-23. So why does Jesus link these two 

sayings about money and God with a saying about the good eye and the 

bad eye? 

 The key appears to be in Matthew 20:15, but it won‘t jump out at you in 

English. 

o Jesus had just told the parable of the workers in the vineyard. Some of 

them had agreed to work from 6 am to 6 pm for a denarius. Some the 

master hired at 9 am. Others at noon. Finally some he hired at 5 pm. 

When the day was done at 6 pm he paid all the workers the same thing—

a denarius. In other words, he was lavishly generous to those who worked 

only one hour, and he paid the agreed amount to those who worked 

twelve hours. 

o We‘re told that those who worked all day ―grumbled at the master of the 

house‖ (Matthew 20:11). They were angry that those who worked so 

little were paid so much.  

o It is then that the master uses a phrase about ―the bad eye‖ (similar to the 

one we see in 6:23).  

 ―Don‘t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?‘‖ (Matthew 20:15). But  literally it reads:  

  ―Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or is your 

eye bad because I am good?‖ (Matthew 20:15). 

 The ―bad eye‖ here parallels the ―bad eye‖ in Matthew 6:23. 

 What does the bad eye refer to in Matthew 20:15?  

 ñWhat Is the ñBad Eyeò in Matthew 6:23?: ―It refers to an eye that cannot see 

the beauty of grace. It cannot see the brightness of generosity. It cannot see 

unexpected blessing to others as a precious treasure. It is an eye that is blind to 

what is truly beautiful and bright and precious and God-like. It is a worldly eye. 

It sees money and material reward as more to be desired than a beautiful display 

of free, gracious, God-like generosity.‖
10

 

 That is exactly what the ―bad eye‖ means in the Sermon on the Mount.  

 So the flow of thought would go like this:  

 Paraphrase, ―Show that your heart is fixed on the value that God is for you in 

Christ. Make sure that your eye is good not bad. That is, make sure that you see 

heavenly treasure as infinitely more precious than earthly material treasure. 
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When your eye sees things this way, you are full of light. And if you don‘t see 

things this way, even the light you think you see (the glitz and flash and skin 

and muscle of this world) is all darkness. You are sleepwalking through life. 

You are serving money as a slave without even knowing it, because it has lulled 

you to sleep. Far better is to be swayed by the truth—the infinite value of 

God.‖
11

 

 Alcorn, ―The one with good eyes, the one with an eternal perspective, is 

accurate in his appraisal of what‘s important. With vision corrected by God‘s 

Word, this person sees life through the eyes of eternally. Unlike others, the 

believer stares through the haze and peers beyond the horizons of this world to 

another.‖
12

  
24

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 

God and Money.” 

 Alcorn, ―[O]ur handling of money is a litmus test of our true character. It‘s an 

index of our spiritual life. Our stewardship of our money and possessions 

becomes the story of our lives.‖   

 It‘s important to realize a person may give up all earthly treasures without ever 

investing in heavenly treasures. Our Lord is not looking for ascetics or hermits 

but eternity-wise investors.  

 Jesus is not speculating; he‘s speaking of certainties. When he warns us not to 

store up treasures on earth, it‘s not just because wealth might he lost. It‘s 

because wealth will definitely be lost.  

 Martin Luther, ―For each of us there must be not only the conversion of the 

heart and mind but also the conversion of the purse.‖
13

  

 Martin Luther, ―I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all. 

But whatever I have placed in God‘s hands, that I still possess.‖
14

  

 This leads us to the subject of ―rewards.‖ 
 Most Christians have heard about eternal rewards, but many consider them to 

be figurative—nice This is one of our problems.  

 We forget earth is not our home, so we waste our lives pouring ourselves 

and our money into what will go up in smoke.  

 Too often we think of heavenly rewards as unconnected to our earthly actions.  
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 In fact, they are ―tangible dividends we can gain by the things we do and 

say on earth. But the Bible shows that while our faith determines our 

eternal destination, our behavior—including what we do with our 

money—determines our eternal rewards.‖
15

 

 A. W. Tozer, ―Any temporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth. 

Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.‖
16

  

 John Bunyan wrote Pilgrim‘s Progress from an English prison cell to which he 

had been condemned for unlicensed preaching of the gospel. This is how he 

interpreted the words of Christ and Paul: ―Whatever good thing you do for Him, 

if done according to the Word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and 

coffers, to be brought out and rewarded [to you] before both men and angels, to 

your eternal comfort.‖
17

  

 One author refers to it as ―the world‘s greatest investment opportunity?‖
18

 

Application 

Did you know... 

 In 2000 nearly one-quarter of all born-again Christians (23%) in the US 

gave no money to a church.
19

 

 In 2005 evangelicals give 2.3% of their income on average.
20

 

 Only 9 percent of evangelicals tithe.  

 Why do you think that these numbers are what they are? I can think of 3 

reasons: 

 Christians are unaware of the utterly profound promises Jesus made. 

 Christians do not believe the promises are true, or 

 Christians are so focused on this life and its day to day responsibilities, 

goals, desires, etc. that they don‘t really think about the promises of 

Jesus.  

 

As played by Liam Neeson, Oskar Schindler is depicted as a Nazi with a very 

interesting life. He is a womanizer and a black market profiteer of the highest 

order. And he sees a way to inch himself up the Nazi chain of command by 

operating a munitions plant in Cracow, Poland by using the Jewish residents of that 
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city‘s ghetto. For the time being, to him, it is nothing more than a money-making 

operation, pure and simple.  

But his trusted accountant Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley) gives him an honest 

glimpse of the people who are working for him; and he comes to realize that this is 

no longer just a business he might be running, no longer just a munitions plant. 

Only when he and his wife (Caroline Goodall) are riding on horseback and see the 

Nazis liquidating the Jewish ghetto in horrific fashion, however, does he fully 

understand the weight on his shoulders. No longer are his workers just simply 

workers, or Jews for that matter. They are real human beings, lives worth saving. 

So while he continues to con all the top Nazis, including the vicious Auschwitz 

commandant Amon Goeth (Ralph Fiennes), he draws up a list of 1100 workers 

whom he intends to protect, including Kingsley.  

Near the end, as the Allies are beginning to march into Nazi-occupied lands, 

ending the European theatre of World War II, Neeson is now financially broke 

from his successful efforts to protect his workers from what he knows were 

barbaric people. But in his honor, Kingsley gives him a ring inscribed with a 

Jewish saying that defines the essence of this movie: ―Whoever saves one life, 

saves the world entire.‖ 
21

 

Liam Neeson: Oskar Schindler 

Ben Kingsley: Itzhak Stern 

Ralph Fiennes: Amon Goeth  

Schindler: ―I want…um, I want that cloth distributed to the workers. Two and a 

half meters each. Also, each person is to get a bottle of Vodka. They won‘t drink it, 

they know its value. Likewise those cigarettes we organized.‖ 

Stern: ―It will be done, everything you ask.‖  

Levartov: ―We‘ve written a letter trying to explain things. In case you‘re captured. 

Every worker has signed it.‖  

Schindler: ―Thank you.‖  

Ben Kingsley, steps in front of Neeson and gives him a gold ring that he and the 

other workers had made from gold they obtained by pulling the teeth of several 

workers that volunteered. Neeson takes the ring and looks at it closely. He notices 

something written on it that he cannot read.  

Stern: ―It‘s Hebrew. It says, ‗Whoever saves one life, saves the world.‘‖  

Schindler: ―I could‘ve got more out … I could‘ve got more … if I‘d just … I don‘t 

know, if I‘d just … I could‘ve got more…‖  

Kingsley shakes his head.  
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Stern: ―Oskar, there are eleven hundred people who are alive because of you. 

Look at them.‖  

Schindler: ―If I‘d made more money.‖ He chuckles. ―I threw away so much 

money.‖ As his laughter turns to tears. ―You have no idea. If I‘d just…‖ 

Stern: ―There will be generations because of what you did.‖  

Schindler: ―I didn‘t do enough.‖  

Stern: ―You did so much.‖  

Schindler: ―This car. Goeth would‘ve bought this car. Why did I keep the car? 

Ten people, right there, ten people, ten more I could‘ve got. This pin – Two 

people. This is gold. Two more people. He would‘ve given me two for it. At least 

one. He would‘ve given me one. One more. One more person. A person, Stern. For 

this. One more. I could‘ve gotten one more person, and I didn‘t. I didn‘t.‖  

 Alcorn, ―God keeps an account open for us in heaven, and every gift given for 

his glory is a deposit in that account. Not only God, not only others, but we are 

the eternal beneficiaries of our giving. Have you been making regular deposits 

into your account in heaven?‖
22

   

Reward Principles 
 Reward Principle #1: Giving brings greater blessing that receiving. 

 Reward Principle #2: When we invest money now in God‘s kingdom, we will receive great 

rewards later in heaven. 

 Reward Principle #3: God offers us rewards that are eternal, imperishable, and 

inexhaustible.  

 Reward Principle #4: When we see our lives through the lens of eternity, our attitude 

toward wealth will change drastically.  

 Reward Principle #5: Obeying God is not only right, it‘s smart. It will always pay off in the 

end.  

 Reward Principle #6: We will have differing levels of reward in heaven, depending on our 

actions and choices on earth.   

 Reward Principle #7: Desiring rewards is a proper motivation for serving Christ.  

 Reward Principle #8: We are not to be motivated primarily by earthly power, possessions, 

and pleasures, yet we are offered all three in heaven if we invest now in God‘s kingdom.
23
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