Money, Possessions and the Kingdom of God, Week 2

Common Misconceptions About Money and Giving
e Asceticism vs. Materialism
e There are two equally incorrect beliefs about money: first is that money is
automatically good; second is that is necessarily bad.

e Martin Luther compared humanity to a drunkard who falls off his horse to
the right, only to get back on and off to the left. In the matter of money and
possessions, asceticism is falling off the horse one way, materialism the
other.

e When It’s Gone, It’s Gone
¢ | think one of the greatest misconceptions Christians have about giving, is that

when we give money away to a church or ministry, or to help the needy, it‘s
gone.

o We hope others will benefit from it, but we're quite sure we won‘t.

o We think we're divesting ourselves of money, disassociating from it.

o Once it leaves our hands, we imagine, it has no connection to us, no

future implications relevant to ourselves. We couldn‘t be more wrong.

e When they hand over money, investorsdon‘t s ay t o ‘lheeemsee |
this again; I‘l | never benefit from it .|
e When you give, you receive far more than when you keep. When you give, it is
for your good too. —something that will be waiting for him when he gets to

heaven.

Legitimate uses of money & possessions
e Let me begin this morning by stating something clearly: We live in a society in
which many legitimate businesses depend on large concentrations of capital.

You can‘t build a new manufactur.i

Therefore, financial officers in big businesses often have the responsibility to

build reserves, for example, by selling shares to the community. Therefore,

when the Bible condemns the desire to get rich, it is not necessarily
condemning a business which seeks to expand its capital reserves.
e So it is not wrong to have some money in earthly things.

e Proverbs21:20,—I n t he house of t he wi se
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e Proverbs6:6-8, The ant iI's commended obsenc ause

summerand gat hers i1its food at harvest.
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Alt*s a shortsighted person who f.
food, or materials) for upcoming times of predictable need.
e Puritan William Ames putitthisway: -R1 ches ..are morally nei
bad, but things indifferent which men may use either well or ill.II?
e Matthew 6:19-24, Dao-rot store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. “°But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. *For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. *The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your
whole body will be full of light. “*But if your eyes are bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is
that darkness! “*No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and Money.ll
¢ In reading Matthew 6, many people see the negative and miss the positive.
e They think that Jesus is against storing up treasures.
e Butnotice, Jesusd i dtell@stnot to store up treasures. In fact, he
commands us to store up treasures.
e Hispointis, —Stop storing them up in the
them up in the right place.l
e Jesus is not against investments—he is against stupid investments.
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. “But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. *For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.
e Jesus is concerned about a genuinely safe place for your money.

e NoticethatJesusd 0 e sra@stpreupformet r easur e i n heaven.
up f or vy olesusemgnizesetisat.wé are motivated out of self-interest.
I n fact, he‘s counting on it.

e The central focus of Matthew 6:19-24 is not the renunciation of earthly
treasures but the accumulation of heavenly treasures.

e We' r e t o av o.iedessasyttreasures ongartunot astamend
in itself, but as a life strategy to lay up treasures in heaven. But why? |
want to give you a couple of illustrations to help clarify the point.

e llls. A time machine back to 1986: Imagine that somehow we were able
to create a time machine and you were given the opportunity to go back

2 Quoted by Leland Ryken, Worldly SaintgGrand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1986), 63.



In time to...say, to 1986, so that you could invest whatever money you
wanted into a tiny fledgling company called Microsoft, ®as well as a
couple of other start-up companies like Starbucks (in 1992),* Google
(2004),° Dell® and, perhaps, Intel,” would you invest just a little money?
If your answer was that you would invest every possible penny you could
possibly scrape up (which is the answer | think most people would give),
then why do we not possess the same attitude when it comes to investing
into the Kingdom of God?

e llls. Confederate money at the end of the Civil War: Imagine you were
living toward the end of the civil war in one of the southern states.
Somehow you got inside information so that you knew the North would
win the war on April 9, 1865.2 What would you do with all of your
Confederate money? Most likely you would convert most of it into
regular US currency, and keep only as much Confederate money as you
thought would you need to live on till the end of the war. Once the end of
the war came any remaining money would be worthless.

2The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will
be full of light. #But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!
e Al t h o u gldressdd thig seibject previously, it would seem very appropriate
to cover it again.” Have you ever noticed how odd verses 22 and 23 are?
T h e ycontuseng and don‘t seem to be a part of the overall flow of thought.

® On March 13, 1986 Microsoft went public with a starting initial offering price of $21.00 and ending at the first day

of trading as at US $28.00. Microsoft Systems Journal — 1986—1994 Index. See, http://microsoftpage.blogspot.
com/2008/03/microsoft-page.html.

‘*From Starbucks‘s founding in Seattle, Washington, as
expanded rapidly. In the 1990s, the company was opening a new store every workday, a pace that continued into the

2000s. Domestic growth has since slowed, although the company continues to expand in foreign markets and is

opening 7 stores a day worl dwide.ll See, http://en. wiki|
>—Go o gl efoundaddy Lary Page and Sergey Brin while they were students at Stanford University and the

company was first incorporated as a privately held comj
took place on August 19, 2004, raising USS$1.67 billion,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google.

*Founded by Michael Dell while at the University of Tex
P C*' s LinhisrodrmeirdDobie Center. The company became successful enough that, with the help of an

additional | oan from his grandparents, Del | dropped ouf
became Dell Computer Corporation, then i/MithteliDaht el y Del |

D e & Ihitial Public Offering was June 22, 1988, at $8.50/share (approximately $0.09/share today, on a split-

adjusted basis). See, http://www.dell.com/content/topics/global.aspx/corp/investor/en/fags?c=us&l=en&s=corp.

" Intel was founded in 1968 by Gordon E. Moore (a chemist and physicist) and Robert Noyce (a physicist and co-

inventor of the integrated circuit) when they left Fairchild Semiconductor. A number of other Fairchild employees

also went on to participate in other Silicon Valleyco mpani es. | nt el ‘Asdy Grdvd, (achemeanp | oy ee w
engineer), who ran the company through much of the 1980s and the high-growth 1990s. See,

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intel.

& The Civil War started April 12, 1861 and ended April 9, 1865.

laddressed the subject of —bad eyesl or —good eyesl bac


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dobie_Center

o0 The sayings before and after Matthew 6:22-23 deal with treasure or
money.

o In fact, the first would flow really well into the second if we simply left
out the intervening verses 22-23. So why does Jesus link these two
sayings about money and God with a saying about the good eye and the
bad eye?

e The key appears to be in Matthew 20:15, but it won‘t jump out at you in
English.

0 Jesus had just told the parable of the workers in the vineyard. Some of
them had agreed to work from 6 am to 6 pm for a denarius. Some the
master hired at 9 am. Others at noon. Finally some he hired at 5 pm.
When the day was done at 6 pm he paid all the workers the same thing—
a denarius. In other words, he was lavishly generous to those who worked
only one hour, and he paid the agreed amount to those who worked
twelve hours.

o Were told that those who worked all
housel (Matthew 20:11). They were a
little were paid so much.

olt is then that the mast(a@mlartothees a p

one we see in 6:23).
e —DPon‘t | have the right to do what | want with my own money? Or are you
envious because | am generous?‘ll Métthew 20:15). But literally it reads:
¢ —Am | not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or is your
eye badecause | am good?ll (Matthew 20:15).

e The —bad eyel here parallels the —Dbad
e What does the bad eye refer to in Matthew 20:15?
e TWhat | s the fBad EHyreferstoanrye thhacannotsee w 6 : 2

the beauty of grace. It cannot see the brightness of generosity. It cannot see

unexpected blessing to others as a precious treasure. It is an eye that is blind to

what is truly beautiful and bright and precious and God-like. It is a worldly eye.

It sees money and material reward as more to be desired than a beautiful display

of free, gracious, God-like generosity.|I*°
e That is exactly what the —bad eyel mes:
e So the flow of thought would go like this:
e Paraphrase, —-Show that your heart is fixed on the value that God is for you in

Christ. Make sure that your eye is good not bad. That is, make sure that you see

heavenly treasure as infinitely more precious than earthly material treasure.

Yjohn Piper, —Whatinl sMatthteh e_wB aéd: 2E3y?el’ August 17, 2005, t
god.org/ResourceLibrary/TasteAndSee/ByDate/2005/1302_What_Is_the_Bad_Eye in_Matthew_623/.



When your eye sees things this way, VY«
things this way, even the light you think you see (the glitz and flash and skin
and muscle of this world) is all darkness. You are sleepwalking through life.
You are serving money as a slave without even knowing it, because it has lulled
you tollsleep. Far better is to be swayed by the truth—the infinite value of
God.ll
e Alcorn, —Fhe one with good eyes, the one with an eternal perspective, is
accurate in his appraisal of what
Word, this person sees life through the eyes of eternally. Unlike others, the
believer stares through the haze and peers beyond the horizons of this world to
another.lI*?
*’No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and Money.”
e Alcorn,—[ O] ur handl i ng of money 1| Sana | i tm
index of our spiritual life. Our stewardship of our money and possessions
becomes the story of our lives.lI
e [t's important to realize a person may give up all earthly treasures without ever
investing in heavenly treasures. Our Lord is not looking for ascetics or hermits
but eternity-wise investors.
e Jesus i s not specul at iWnephewdieusiottss pe ak i I
store up treasures on earth, it‘s not just because wealth mighthe lost. It's
because wealth will definitely be lost.
e Martin Luther, —For each of us there must be not only the conversion of the
heart and mind but also the conversion of the purse.|I*®
e Martin Luther, —+have held many things in my hands and | have lost them all.
But whatever | have placed® in God's h:
e Thisleadsustot he s ubeywardstll of —
e Most Christians have heard about eternal rewards, but many consider them to
be figurative—nice This is one of our problems.
e \We forget earth is not our home, so we waste our lives pouring ourselves
and our money into what will go up in smoke.
e Too often we think of heavenly rewards as unconnected to our earthly actions.

S

“TakenfromJ ohn Piper, —What |s the —Bad Eyel in Matthew 6: :
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/TasteAndSee/ByDate/2005/1302_What_Is_the_Bad_Eye_in_Matthew
623/.
?Randy Alcorn,—Money: Why i s it 6ieingiUmgckingtha keart of GoodGtewardghipi n
John Ortberg, Laurie Pederson and Judson Poling, eds. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 200), 38.
3 As quoted by Alcorn, The Law of Reward43.
 As quoted by Alcorn, The Law of Reward45.



¢ In fact, they are —tangible dividends we can gain by the things we do and
say on earth. But the Bible shows that while our faith determines our
eternal destination, our behavior—including what we do with our
money—determines our eternal rewards. I
e A W. Tozer, Amytemporal possession can be turned into everlasting wealth.
Whatever is given to Christ is immediately touched with immortality.|I*°
e John Bunyan wrote Pilgrim‘s Progress from an English prison cell to which he
had been condemned for unlicensed preaching of the gospel. This is how he
interpreted the words of Christ and Paul: Whatever good thing you do for Him,
if done according to the Word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and
coffers, to be brought out and rewarded [to you] before both men and angels, to
your eternal comfort.|I*’
e Oneauthorreferstoitas+he worl d‘s greatelb’t invest
Application
Did you know...
¢ In 2000 nearly one-quarter of all born-again Christians (23%) in the US
gave no money to a church.'®
e In 2005 evangelicals give 2.3% of their income on average.”
e Only 9 percent of evangelicals tithe.
e Why do you think that these numbers are what they are? | can think of 3
reasons:
e Christians are unaware of the utterly profound promises Jesus made.
e Christians do not believe the promises are true, or
e Christians are so focused on this life and its day to day responsibilities,
goal s, desires, etc. that they don
Jesus.

As played by Liam Neeson, Oskar Schindler is depicted as a Nazi with a very
interesting life. He is a womanizer and a black market profiteer of the highest
order. And he sees a way to inch himself up the Nazi chain of command by
operating a munitions plant in Cracow, Poland by using the Jewish residents of that

15 Randy Alcorn, Money, Rssessions and EternifWheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2003).

YAW.Tozery, —The Transmutation of We @he CdstoflCoindithef@ownsrs quot ed i
Grove InterVarsity Press, 1976), 47.
17 John Bunyan, as quoted by Bruce Wilk i nson, —Wal k Thru Eternal Rewardsll se

Through the Bible Ministries, 1987).

'8 Alcorn, The Law of Rewardsiii.

Y“piper, —Don‘t Be Anxious, Lay Up Treasure in Heaven. I
P®Kei t h \WhatEvangelicals-Believe About Tithin g February 2, 2006,
http://www.drurywriting.com/keith/tithing.evangelicals.htm.



city‘s ghetto. For the time being, to him, it is nothing more than a money-making
operation, pure and simple.

But his trusted accountant Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley) gives him an honest
glimpse of the people who are working for him; and he comes to realize that this is
no longer just a business he might be running, no longer just a munitions plant.
Only when he and his wife (Caroline Goodall) are riding on horseback and see the
Nazis liquidating the Jewish ghetto in horrific fashion, however, does he fully
understand the weight on his shoulders. No longer are his workers just simply
workers, or Jews for that matter. They are real human beings, lives worth saving.
So while he continues to con all the top Nazis, including the vicious Auschwitz
commandant Amon Goeth (Ralph Fiennes), he draws up a list of 1100 workers
whom he intends to protect, including Kingsley.

Near the end, as the Allies are beginning to march into Nazi-occupied lands,

ending the European theatre of World War 11, Neeson is now financially broke

from his successful efforts to protect his workers from what he knows were

barbaric people. But in his honor, Kingsley gives him a ring inscribed with a

Jewish saying that defines the essence
saves the “world entire.l

Liam Neeson: Oskar Schindler
Ben Kingsley: Itzhak Stern
Ralph Fiennes: Amon Goeth

Schindler: —I want ...um, | want that c¢cloth di s
half meters each. Also, each person is to get a bottle of Vodka. They won‘t drink it,
they know its value. Likewisethos e ci garettes we organi ze

Sterni.  —I t  wi | | be done, everything you a:
Levartov: —Weae written a letter trying to explain things. In case you‘re captured.
Every worker has signed 1t.1

Schindlerr—T hank you. I

Ben Kingsley, steps in front of Neesonl gives him a gold ring that he and the

other workers had made from gold they obtained by pulling the teeth of several
workers that volunteered. Neeson takes the ring and looks at it closely. He notices
something written on it that he cannot read.

Stern: —Is Hebrew. It says, "Whoever saves one life, saves the world. |l

Schindler: —I c¢weu lglot mor eveugot. Mo cjewd.tdt £. I d
know,ifI'd j ust ‘v.elgaetoumdr e ..l

Kingsley shakes his head.

2! Taken from the review on: http://www.epinions.com/content_76812226180.



Sterni:—Os kar , t h e rdedpeopleavhoark aive kecauseoiyou.
Look at them..|l

Schindler: —I ‘i ma de mo Hechuokdes eyl It hrew away so
mo n eAs hid laughter turnstotearssY ou h av e ‘dn o] uisdte.all. I
Sternt—Ther e wi | | be generdatdi.dns because o0
Schindler:—I ‘di dowm enough. I

Stern:—You did so much.

Schindler: —T hi s ¢ ar .‘ve lidaglet thificar Wwhydid ¢t keep the car?
Ten people, right there, ten people, ten more | could*ve got. This pin — Two
people. This is gold. Two more people. He would‘ve given me two for it. At least
one. He would*ve given me one. One more. One more person. A person, Stern. For
this. One more. I could‘ve gotten one more person, and | didn‘t. I didn‘t . |l

e Alcorn, Godkeeps an account open for us in heaven, and every gift given for
his glory is a deposit in that account. Not only God, not only others, but we are
the eternal beneficiaries of our giving. Have you been making regular deposits
into your account in heaven?ll?®

Reward Principles

e Reward Principle #1: Giving brings greater blessing that receiving.

e Reward Principle#2: When we invest money now in God's
rewards later in heaven.

e Reward Principle #3: God offers us rewards that are eternal, imperishable, and
inexhaustible.

e Reward Principle #4: When we see our lives through the lens of eternity, our attitude
toward wealth will change drastically.

e Reward Principle#5: Obeying God is not only right, it
end.

e Reward Principle #6: We will have differing levels of reward in heaven, depending on our
actions and choices on earth.

e Reward Principle #7: Desiring rewards is a proper motivation for serving Christ.

e Reward Principle #8: We are not to be motivated primarily by earthly power, possessions,
and pleasures, yet we are offered al?d three

22 Alcorn, The Law of Rewargg4.
“These —Pri nciArémeThd Law af Resvard4850 m



